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choked, some flung themselves into the Seine, the rest
surrendered.
The island taken, Philip refortified it and rebuilt
the portion of the bridge which connected it with the
western bank. The village of Little Andely fell at once
into his hands. The villagers sought refuge in Chateau
Gaillard, and Philip settled new inhabitants in the
place with two companies of mercenaries. After this
there was a cessation of active hostilities. John made
no effort to relieve his great fortress. Philip was
content that the garrison, now increased by the fugitives
from Little Andely, should be starved into surrender,
and he turned to besiege and capture Eadepont. A
month later he returned to the Andelys, and set about
in earnest the task of making the blockade effectual.
Already all egress was impossible towards the river,
Little Andely, or the marsh which separated the two
Andelys from each other. Philip now established a
camp on the hill overlooking the castle, and dug a deep
trench from the marsh to the Seine bank, thus com-
pletely surrounding the castle on the only sides from
which it had been possible to procure supplies. The
trench was overlooked by seven wooden turrets, each
surrounded by a moat and provided with a drawbridge.
The army then settled down to winter in the trenches,
and mocked the defenders as young birds who would
have to fiy with the coming of spring.
The blockade now began in earnest. Day by day
the refugees from Little Andely were consuming the
precious provisions, and Roger de Lacy saw starvation
before him. He thereupon turned out 500 of the
weakest, and a few days later 500 more. They were